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The Scheme of Learning for Religious Education in the Primary School
Introduction

Translating an agreed syllabus for RE into a well-ordered, progressive, easy to use Scheme of Learning 
is never an easy task, even for RE specialists. How will I find the time to do all this new planning? Which 
religions shall we teach when? What is the weighting to be given to Christianity and the other religions? 
What about the 2 attainment targets, how do they fit together? How far do we have to go with the ‘enquiry-
based approach?’ Have we got the resources necessary to teach the new syllabus? I don’t have a 
budget! We have just got the old syllabus sorted out and they change it! What about children’s spiritual 
development? What about SMSC?

Very aware of the drive to make RE a meaningful and relevant subject, and also the huge amount of time 
and effort needed to write a Scheme of Learning for the whole school, my colleagues and I have written 
Discovery RE to help short-cut the planning process whilst still enabling teachers to take ownership of how 
they deliver each lesson/enquiry.

Discovery RE is a set of detailed medium-term plans for RE from Years F1/2 to Year 6. It adopts an 
enquiry-based approach to teaching and learning.

Christianity is taught in every year group, with Christmas and Easter given new treatment each year, 
developing the learning in a progressive way. Hinduism, Islam, Judaism and Sikhism are also covered.

The overview grid shows the long-term plan, with choices needing to be made as to which religion to teach 
alongside Christianity in some year groups.

The planning model used in Discovery RE is aligned to that recommended in most agreed syllabi, i.e. a 
6-part planning process focusing on a 4-step enquiry. Each enquiry demands the equivalent of 6 lessons, 
but teaching time could be blocked over perhaps 3 half days to enhance learning. Each enquiry has a 
learning objective which shows the learning over the enquiry and SMSC (Spiritual, Moral, Social and 
Cultural) development opportunities are mapped throughout. 

We are happy to map and match Discovery RE to your locally agreed syllabus 
should it be reassuring to see exactly how the two align and how fully 
Discovery RE meets your syllabus’ requirements.

See www.discoveryschemeofwork.com and 
www.janlevereducationconsultancy.com
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The Enquiry-based Approach
The 4-step enquiry

The key question for the enquiry is an Attainment Target 2 (impersonal) question, needing an answer 
that weighs up ‘evidence’ and reaches a conclusion based on this. This necessitates children using their 
subject knowledge and applying it to the enquiry question, rather than this knowledge being an end  
in itself. Discovery RE teases outAT2 (impersonal)which focuses on critical thinking skills, and AT2 
(personal) which requires personal reflection into the child’s own thoughts and feelings. We acknowledge 
the work of Professor Michael Grimmett on this.

Step 1 (usually 1 lesson)

Engagement: The human experience underpinning the key question is explored here within the children’s 
own experience, whether that includes religion or not. If they can relate to the human experience they will 
be better able to understand the world of religion into which the enquiry takes them. This is Attainment 
Target 2 (personal). Their personal resonance with this underpinning human experience acts as the 
BRIDGE into AT1, the world of religion (which may be very much outside of their experience).

Step 2 (usually the equivalent of 3 lessons)

Investigation: The teacher guides the children through the enquiry, studying Attainment Target 1 
(Learning ABOUT) subject knowledge (the factual base about the religion), carefully selected to assist 
their thinking about the key question. Some of the enquiries have a lot of relevant content so teachers do 
need to be selective and not try to cover too much. Depth is more important.

Step 3 (usually 1 lesson)

Evaluation: This lesson draws together the children’s learning and their conclusions about the key 
question of that enquiry. This is an assessment task (the task sheet and resources are included) which the 
teacher can assess by using the Level descriptors at the end of each enquiry. The levels are exemplified 
and tracking and record sheets are included, as are pupil self-assessment sheets.
These ‘I can’ level descriptors (based on the national 8-level scale) may well lend themselves to 
meaningful and less onerous report writing, with evidence in children’s books from every Evaluation  
(Step 3) lesson.
This is Attainment Target 2 (impersonal). 
Attainment Target 2 (personal) can be assessed by observation and children’s work in Lessons 1 and 6.

Step 4 (usually 1 lesson)

Expression: Children are taken back to Step 1, their own experience, to reflect on how this enquiry 
might have influenced their own starting point/beliefs, etc. There is often further evidence for their books 
produced in this lesson.
This is Attainment Target 2 (personal).
Children’s progress is best recorded in individual journals or portfolios, but the whole learning experience 
of the class may be gathered into a class Discovery RE Portfolio.
Discovery RE journal/portfolio covers can be downloaded from the CDRom.

Journal

Proud owner:

Class:

Journal

Proud owner:
Class:

Journal  
Year F1/2

Proud owner:

Class:

Journal  
Year 2

Proud owner:
Class:

Journal  
Year 5

Proud owner:

Class:
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www.discoveryschemeofwork.com
We offer the website to you as an ongoing hub of support. The Discovery RE Gallery has teaching ideas 
and examples of children’s work. You are welcome to contribute; just contact us through the website.

SMSC (Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural) development

With the Ofsted inspection framework emphasising the opportunities children are offered for SMSC 
development, RE can be a key contributor. Therefore, SMSC opportunities are identified in each enquiry, 
and are mapped on the overview grid for each year group. Further support for SMSC can be found on 
www.janlevereducationconsultancy.com

Mindfulness

Mindfulness means cultivating a sense of awareness on purpose, in a non-judgemental way in the present 
moment. It is hoped that teachers will use mindfulness practices to build children’s self-awareness and 
skills of reflection, thus supporting their RE learning as well as their personal spiritual development.

The Big Discovery RE

Many requests from teachers have led me to start to convert the Discovery RE that you have in front of 
you now, into a full set of lesson plans with all the teaching resources needed to deliver them. Watch the 
website for dates and details. The Big Discovery RE will integrate mindfulness practices into every lesson.

Our Philosophy 

Our belief is that, using an enquiry-based model well, children’s critical thinking skills can be developed, 
their motivation to learn increased, and their knowledge and understanding of, and empathy with people 
and their beliefs, religious or otherwise, will be enhanced.

This approach takes very seriously the philosophy that children are free to make their own choices and 
decisions concerning religion and belief. RE does not try to persuade but rather to inform and develop the 
skills with which evaluation can take place. 

Discovery RE is a thoughtful and creative set of RE planning for the whole Primary school, F1/2 to Year 6.

We hope it makes teachers’ lives easier and short-cuts the planning process, freeing them to design 
exciting and challenging teaching/learning activities for each lesson/enquiry.

Thanks go to teachers: Hayley Cheetham, Dawn Murray, Karen Hunnisett and Sian Pell whose 
enthusiasm for RE and children’s learning, willingness to spend many hours on this project and share their 
current classroom experience, have helped me to make Discovery RE a relevant and creative teaching 
resource.

Thanks also go to my Associate, David Rees, who has brought his 20+ years of RE experience to this 
project, spending many hours developing aspects of Discovery RE.

We hope Discovery RE supports you to keep improving children’s learning in and deepening their thinking 
through Religious Education.

Jan Lever

jan@janlevereducationconsultancy.com     01202 377192   www.janlevereducationconsultancy.com  
www.discoveryschemeofwork.com
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